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Y laft brought the Infancy of the 
Reformation in England to Light, 
and withal (hew'd, how the Sceds 

of our preſent Differences were ſown, even 
in the ver fir ſt Steps of pulliag down Po- 
pery ; & Htal has been the Error in the 
fir ſt Concottion, that it has never been ca- 
pable of Rectiſicat ion in all the future Ages 
of the Church. ; 

The Ngale and Pentiſicate were the two 
early Miftakes in, and are to this Day the 
two 3232 OdbjeRions againſt the Prote- 
ſtant Reformation of the Exg/ 

1 have ſhown you where they 
they came to be ſo mix'd with, riveted 
ia the. fix Refarmation, as that they could 
ne ver art ive c a-Regulativa ot Alteration 
to this Da: I ſhall next purſue the ſeveral 
Degrees, by which our Diſputes on theſe 
Poin's have afriv'd to that 


how 


Church ; . 


igech we have- 


— 1 


to be brought. by the Help 

yernmeat, enclia'd to Peace anc 

tion, to a ſtated ſettled Point, in which 

each Party enjoys Liberty eftabliſh'd by 

Treaty and Capitulat ion, without the Power 

of jayadiog oc eacroaching upon one ano- 

ther 3.3 Circumſtance which'ia our unhappy 

divided State is 4 „ no Man can 

look back upon — 2 laeſs and 

Joy; who can refleQ upon what miſerable 
e ſtruction, out Divitioas have made a 

us! — Aud thus I hall bring this Head 


Religion, de bene I ſhall endearour to 


center all the ten, Fix. THE UNION. 
* OS ute, = — reform d 
bacch, u at Frankfort in Germany, 
where the daniſh'd Engliſh Proteſtants broke 
out” ». 


| [ 1B; 1 | 


out into an unhappy Feud about the Uſe of 
the Engliſh Service and Ceremonies, and the 
famous Breach between Biſhop Hooper, and 
Biſhop Ridley upon this Head is too well 
known to need that J ſhould repeat any 
thing of it. 

But Fire and Faggot reconcil'd all little 
Differences, and they both dy'd gloriouſly 
for the Faith, not the Ceremonies of the 
Proteftant Religion. 

I would be glad our Fomenters of Dif- 
ferences and Diſtruſts between Proteſtants, 
whether in Scotland or in England, would 
take this Hint z one common Enemy would 
reconcile us all, one Incurſion of French or 
Facobite Tyranny would make us all Bre- 
thren, cement and unite and make us 
lay afide all our Diſputes; tis hard, nothing 
but Afflict ions can inftrut Proteflants to 
Union and Peace, Love and Charity one 
among another. h 

I wiſh our Brethren in Scotland, who 
talk of the Canſequeaces of this Union, 
could refieft, hb it would have far'd with 
them, and wimt they ave w be thankful 
for, that it was not ſo; if this Uaion had 
commenc'd in the Time of Epiſcopal Go- 
verument in Scotland, had it been propos d 


then, it might well have Kartled them, and 


the Sinfulneſs of the Union would have been 
a proper Subject for Mr.ifter,orar 
elle; for their Presbyterian Eſtabliſhment 


had been entirely ſore-clos d, and they had 


been but as Diſſ-nters for ever hereafter. 


But this is but a Digrefſion, tho I hoe 
2 very uſeful oe» 

After the Perſecution in Queen Mary's 
Time, Queen Elizabeth reftor'd the Prote- 
ant Church, but as before the civil Autho- 
rity taking upon it to impoſe Ceremonies, 
the Queen, whether politickly as ſome ſay, 
if poſhble to bring the Papifts in as Occa- 
fional Conformiſts, ar from her own Gayneſs 
of Temper, which was pleas d too much 
with the Pomp of Warlhip, 1 ſhall not de- 
termine; but She rather went back again 
id the Reformation, than carry'd it on far- 
ther; I mean reſpeding King Edwer1's 
Standard, 

Several Offers were made in her Reign 
for a facther Reformation, but this Queen, 
tho Sde was a glorious Princeſs, had alſo a 


_ excepting that ſhe had ated all for 


great Deal of her Father in Her, a 


it may 
be ſaid without any Diminution of þ 


r, that 
e Peo- 
ple's Good, ſhe would have paſs'd for one 
of the moſt arbitrary Tyrants of all our So- 
veraigns, fince Wiliam the Conqueror, 

But her determining all her Deſigns in 
the real Good, Glory and Profi: of her Peo- 
ple, ſhe cannot be call'd a*Tyrant 
But if She was in any thing tyrannical more 
than ordinary, it was in Matters of Reli- 
gion, and ſume Blood is laid to her Door on 
that Account; of which ſince I can ſay no- 
thing to defend it, I ſhall ſay nothing at all. 

Her Succeffor, tho' bred a Presbyterian, 
and ſworn to the National Covenant, yec 
fond of the Pomp and Splendor of the Fe- 
gale, and reckoning himſelf in the Place of 
God Almighty as to the Soveraignty of the 
Conſcience, cairy'd the ſevere Injunction of 
Unitormity to the higheft Pitch poſſible. 

And row as all violent Methods in Reli- 
gion tend to the D-triment and the Icfleniog 
their Influence, that practiſe them; ſo un- 
der the Severiciesof theſe two Reigns, pre- 
tending the neceſſary Uniformity of the 
Church,the — — from the Church 
was procur d, which has ſo long emberraſs d 
us on both ſides. 

For the Number of thoſe that objected a- 
gainft the impofing the Ceremonies, daily 
encreas d, the Reaſons, they gave, were ſo 
ſpecious, lo clear, dirett, and deduc'd from 
Scripture, that no body could oppoſe them 3 
They alicdp'd, 

1. That it was every Chriftian's Duty to 

worſh'y GOD in that Way, which he 

d believe to be the moſt argreeable 

to his Will revealed in the Scfipture. 

2. That it was not in the Power of the 

civit Magiftrate to make things in the 
Worſhip of GOD neceffary, which 
were other wiſe indifferent, 

Thus the ». hole Plea was Purity of Wor» 
ſhip, and from bence the People were call'd 
Puritans ; and tho' the Name was given in 
D-rilion, yer the tlameleſs Lives, extra- 
ordinacy Charity, good Works, and general 
CharaQter of the People, in their Converſa- 
tion, grew to ſucha Rep td: that it en 
ceas d to be a z züd tis a Name 


© reverenc'd both. abroad IT Some, 205 


ſpeaking of the ſeveral' Sets of Profeffors 
of the Proteſtant Religion. 


Sit Anima met cum PTuritanis Avglic mis. 


(119 


of whom Eraſmus left this famous Expreſſion, 


But I ſhall enlarge on the Characteri and 
Hiſtory of theſe honeft perſecuted People in 
the next Paper. 


FL 


MiIscEkLLAN E A. 


Am now to relate vou the Behrriour of 
the Debtor and Creditor before the 
Judge; When the puor Man ſtood upon his 
Diſcharge, four Creditors only oppos'd him 
out of 140 and upwards, the Debt of thoſe 
Four amounted, as I remember, to under 
2c00l. out of near 170091. which he od, 
and the AR ſaid expreſly, that where two 
thirds in Number aud Value of any Man's 
Creditors agreed te and executed any A- 
reement, Compoſition, Oc. the reft ſh1y}d 
concluded, and the Pri onet be diſ- 
chargd. 8 
Three of the four Creditors a 
their Lawyers or Attorneys, and theſe ar- 
gued againſt the Forms ot the Agreement, 
roduc'd and endeavour'd to find ſome De- 
ect in the Infirument, and on this Head 
they argued Matters of Law very vigorouſ- 
by a gri aft, whe 
fuund the Judge ſeeni;d to incline to dil- 
charge the Man, and that moſt of their Ar- 
zuments gere an{wer'd, they began to ar- 
ue wore direQly againſt the real diſcharg- 
ing him as ſuch ; and then the fourth Cre- 
ditor fell in wich them, and falling foul of 
the poor Man, with all che. il Language and 
Reproaches he could, pte ſt the Judge with 
Entreaties, that he might not be diſcharg'd. 
The Judge beard bim with Abundance of 
Temper and Patience, tho” it was caſte to 
perceive, he uns lietle mov'd at his mali- 
cious Fury ; but ben the Harangue agaioft 
the poor Man was aver, his Lordſhip ſtood 
up, and turning to the Lawyers Said to 
this Purpoſe=— Gentlemen, I have nothing 
to fy to you, but by way of Anſwer to 
your Argyments; I do not blame you, for 
ou only. 8 for your Clients, and ad 
dy then jon : Bat Sir, ſays the Judge, 
I cancot.he a little ſurpr d at you, and 


rd by 


ent bie At laft, when they Jud 


de fire to ask you a few Queſtions, and then 
began the Dialogue I have ſpoke of. 

Pray, Sir, ſays the Judge, how much does 
this Man owe you ? 

Creditor. Above 7ol, and pleaſe your 
Lordſhip. 

Judge. Have you proſecuted him at Lau” 

Cr. Yes, my Lord. 

Fudge. Up to Execution I ſuppoſe ? 

Cr. Yes, my Lord. 

Fudge. Is he a Priſoner now at your Suit 

Cr. Yes, my Lord. 

Fudge. Pray, how long has he been ſo? 

Cr. Above twelve Year, my Lord. 

Fudge, And pray Sir, has his twelve Years 
Impriſonment made him more capable to 
pay you, than he was before ? 

Cr. I cannot tell that my Lord. Tha was 
ſpoke after ſome Hefitation, and with Ke. 
ance enough. 

Fudge. But, Sir, do you really think, or 
is it probable, his being ſo long a Priſoner 
has enabled him, or help'd him onwards to 
be abler to pay you, than he was before? 

Cr. I can't be poſitive in that, my Lord. 

Judge. But, wher do you think, isa Priſon 
likely to do it? 

Cr. I do not ſay it is, my Lord. 

Fudge. Why then would you keep him 
there any longer ? 


I cannot take in the whole Iſſue of this 
Dialogue here, and therefore I reſerve the 
reſt till the next Paper; | affure the Reader, 
tho' tis not poſſible for me to be erat in 
the very Words ſpoken, 1 as little as poſſi 
ble vary from the Subſtance, nor will 1 in 
the leaſt make the Creditor ſpeak more 
fooliſhly or ridiculouſly, no, nor mote ma- 
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